April 14th, 2002

Hi Gavin

I still have the injured muscle in the lower side of my back but it is much better than a week ago. I have not done any exercise in the past week in order to recuperate a little. The pool has been open for about 2 weeks now but I still have not been. Will probably go sometime this week. I wanted to go running yesterday as the temperatures had dipped again and the maximum was only 24OC so not too bad. But I decided to have a rest instead, so probably the running season is over now.

A couple of years ago, the Government set up a special piece of land on HK Island which they called ‘Cyberport’ which is supposed to be a HK version of Silicon Valley. But a couple of weeks ago, when companies were supposed to apply for space, only 3 of the original 80 who originally intended to apply actually did so. The main reason is the economic downturn. It remains to be seen how many will apply in the future. This is perhaps another indication that HK is not the attractive place for business that it used to be. Another restaurant chain closed down in the past week, throwing several hundred people out of work. As it typical in this kind of closing-down situation, workers are not told and often have not been paid for several months. The first they know is when they arrive at work and find the doors locked. 

The Government announced the other day that the introduction of a GST tax is now dead. There was a lot of opposition to it, primarily as it is the people at the bottom of the economic pile who suffer the most. But, of course, most other countries do have such a tax.

The other day, the police busted a triad initiation ceremony that was taking place in a room in a restaurant very late at night. They must have known something about it as they had been watching the place for some time. This is the first known ceremony since 1992 and it is believed to have been held in order to attract more young people with the ‘mystique’ of their organisations. 

On Tuesday I watched live on TV most of the Queen Mother’s funeral service at Westminster Abbey. But just by chance. At dinner time, I sat down to eat and watch “3rd rock from the Sun” at the same time, but found that it was being replaced by the funeral service. So watched that for ½ hour when they stopped for their news. Later, I switched to the BBC channel and got most of the rest of the ceremony. Interesting – the British do turn on good TV spectaculars when it comes to pomp and ceremony. After that, her cortege was shown heading through London on the way to Windsor Castle where she was to be buried. Also interesting, as I was familiar with part of the route it took. But the thing I liked most was the fly-past of a World War II ‘Lancaster’ bomber accompanied by two ‘Spitfire’ fighters. This was to commemorate the role the Queen Mother played in raising the morale of Londoners during WWII. Actually, I didn’t know they had any of these ‘planes that still flew, but it seems they do and that they are used each year in a fly-past on the day commemorating the Battle of Britain (the first major air battle). 

That guy Shaun asked me to send his mail back to him to check. He tried and said it was OK with no blank page! Although he is using broadband (a very fast connection), I can’t see why that should be the reason for him not getting the information but not me

Thanks for your ‘phone call last Friday. As I mentioned to you, I called the CUHK language centre and got more information about the language courses and would include it in this letter. So, here it is:

CUHK said a community college is OK. But you can also enrol in their courses from HK without going to university. There is a 2-year course, with 3 terms each year (beginning May, September, January). You can start the course in any of the three terms. The cost is about HK$24 000 per term (present costs). You can choose Cantonese or Mandarin courses. They teach reading and writing as well as speaking. (Mandarin uses simplified characters at first but later teaches both simplified and traditional; the Cantonese course teaches only traditional characters). You get a certificate at the end of the 2 years. You can also do it for less than 2 years (e.g. 1 term or 1 year, but will not get a certificate). Courses are conducted in English. 

That’s about if for now. Not so much this time. Hope everything is OK.

Cheers,
Dad
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